
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students, 

It is with a great spirit and humble heart that I begin my first letter to you. I am happy to help as 
your principal in a setting in which I am so familiar and comfortable. Although I feel as if I have 
been in a whirlwind with barely a moment to breathe, I am enliven by the bustle of school once 
more. 

Thank you for entrusting your children to the care of our teachers and me. I had made a promise 
to learn ever child’s name during my first week. I did not quite achieve my goal, but do not 
worry. I will. I appreciate the words of encouragement that I have received in the carline and the 
friendly waves. Keep them coming! 

My first eight days have been spent productively. With the aid of the teachers we have 
successfully tested all students in grades K-8 in both reading and math with the NWEA test. 
These results will help us to determine the best way to help your child grow in their learning. The 
students in grades K-3 also took the Aimsweb to help gauge early literacy acquisition and oral 
reading fluency. This is a short test administered individually by the classroom teacher. Thank 
you to Krysta Niznick who substituted for our teachers as they tested. She is a former St. Helena 
student, current parent, and active parishioner.  

Being back for school Masses is a blessing. Fr. Daly shared fascinating stories about St. Bruno of 
Cologne, the founder of the Carthusian Order. It was his feast day. The music was beautiful, and 
the students have improved in their participation from just last week. Everyone is invited to join 
us for Mass on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. (No Mass on Oct. 20 due to our students being out of 
school). 

Lastly, I have gotten to know the teachers and support staff. St. Helena is blessed to have 
teachers who work hard, support specialist in many areas, and new curriculum and exciting 
programs. As we grow to learn more about each other and build a welcoming community, please 
pray for us. Change is never easy but realize that your children are our first priority as we 
educate them mind, body and heart.  

Another way to enhance our community is getting involved in the life of the school. This coming 
Monday is the second meeting of the year for the Volunteer Network, the school’s parent 
organization. After meeting with Jessie Carlson and Shannon Boynosky, the co-chairs, last week, 
I want to make sure that we support these dedicated volunteers with fresh blood and helping 
hands. Look for an email from them coming soon. In case you have not heard, the Autumn Daze 
Festival netted $133,000. Bless all of you who gave generously of your time, talents, and 
treasures. 

With gratitude, 
Jane Hileman 
Principal 


